Rape / Sexual Abuse

When a school is notified that a rape or other sexual abuse may have occurred, the Emergency Response

Team, the District’s Support Team and school personnel must protect the identity and right to privacy

of the alleged victim and the alleged perpetrator. News of the incident should be contained as much as
possible. The services provided to the victim and her/his family must be kept confidential and should be
coordinated with outside providers, such as a rape crisis center, children’s advocacy center, or hospital

emergency room.

O Rape / Sexual Abuse becomes a crisis to be managed by school
staff only when one or more of the following conditions exist:

>

YV V V V

A rape or other sexual abuse occurs on campus

A member of the alleged victim’s family requests intervention

The alleged victim’s friends request intervention

Rumors and myths of the alleged incident are widespread and damaging

Students witness police action or emergency services response

O When one or more of the above conditions exists, the following
should be implemented:
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Confidentiality should be maintained during the investigation (by all staff members)
Ensure the short-term physical safety of the student

The school nurse, counselor or other staff shall administer first aid and secure immediate
medical treatment

Notify appropriate law enforcement, and/or rape crisis center

Designate the school counselor or staff member closest to the alleged victim to review
the types of support she or he may need

Determine which peers close to the victim may need support

Take action to control rumors

Store all records related to rape or other sexual abuse incident and services provided in a

confidential file not available to any and/or all staff

O Additional steps for our school/facility (if any):




